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Government Funding for Export & Market Expansion
Mentor Works Ltd. is dedicated to accelerating small businesses’ growth through government funding support. 
We create and implement customized funding strategies and assist with the application process to maximize each 
company’s funding potential. Through government funding, we extend cash flow to serve your top strategic initiatives.

Note: For all project-based grants and loans, please do not begin your project spend until you are approved for funding.

CanExport Innovation: Up to 75% to a Maximum $75,000 Grant
International Travel and Meeting to Secure a R&D Collaboration
Reduces the cost of research collaboration development with international partners. Companies traveling to foreign 
markets to secure and formalize the conditions of a potential research partnership can receive grants to offset travel, 
meeting, and accomodation expenses. Must not have a formal partnership in place before the trip.

Eligibility: Dedicated to innovation, science and technology, <$50 million in annual sales and <500 employees.
Timeline: For future business travel only. Approximately 8 weeks required for application review.
Project Themes: Travel and administration associated with the formalization of an international research and 
development or technology commercialization project.

Southwestern Ontario Development Fund/Eastern Ontario Development Fund
Up to 15% Funding for High-Growth Expansion Projects
The Business Stream supports high potential growth in select Ontario regions to invest in new facilities and equipment 
that leads to job creation, revenue growth, (domestic & abroad), productivity improvements, innovation, and broad 
regional economic impact. Repayable loan: Up to 15% of project costs to a maximum of $5,000,000. (Up to 30% to a 
max of $500,000 of the loan may be forgiven if company meets project impacts). Grant funding for rural businesses: Up 
to 15% to a maximum of $500,000.

Eligibility: For profit businesss incorporated 3+ years in eligible SWODF/EODF regions. Advanced manufacturing, 
life sciences, and processing industries. Minimum project budget of $500k+ OR $200k+ in rural regions for SMEs.
Timeline: Please contact our team to learn more about this program’s funding intakes.
Project Themes: Eligible project costs include materials, equipment and machinery, R&D labour, training and 
talent, etc.

CanExport: Up to 50% of Eligible Costs to a Maximum of $50,000 per Grant
Virtual Trade Shows, Marketing/SEO & Translation Costs
CanExport provides direct grant support to Canadian businesses seeking to develop new export opportunities and 
markets, particularly high-growth priority markets and sectors, by covering a portion of eligible sales and marketing 
activities.

Eligibility: Incorporated Canadian for-profit businesses with <500 FTE employees and $100,000-$100M in Canadian 
annual revenue. Target markets must represent <$100,000 or 10% of total sales.
Timeline: Applications are currently open. Applicants must be approved before incurring expenses. Verdicts take up 
to 60 business days. Applicants can have one active application at a time.
Project Themes: Virtual trade shows, digital advertising, SEO, marketing materials creation, consultant costs for 
expert advice (i.e. business, tax, legal, e-commerce), and market research. Funding for activities requiring physical 
presence, such as in-person trade shows are potential opportunities.
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Sector-Focus Hiring Grants: Max $12,000-$15,000 or 50% Grant
Hiring a Youth Post-Secondary Graduate
Full-time work placement, minimum of 3 or 4 months, but must end on or before the end of February/March 
depending on the sector. Sector specific funding includes funding for food/beverage companies. If you have a 
candidate, please ensure they are not on payroll before you are accepted for funding. 
Note: Availability of funding is subject to change throughout the year based on awarded applications.

Eligibility: Graduate must have a post-secondary diploma, be between 15-30 years old, Canadian citizen/resident, 
out of school, and work minimum of 30 hours per week.
Timeline: Internships must be 3 or 4+ months. Funding launches Q2 of each year.
Candidate Focus: Must provide relevant work experience to the candidate, related to their post-secondary area of 
study. Some program variants require specific position types (ie. web developer).

Internship Hiring Grants: Up to 75% Payroll Coverage up to $7.5k
Hiring Post-Secondary Students for Co-op Placements
Wage subsidy towards a current post-secondary student while they complete a paid internship placement over a full 
semester. Program fit depends on intern’s area of study, role, and the employer’s industry.
Note: Availability of funding is subject to change throughout the year based on awarded applications.

Eligibility: Businesses can be in any industry, including bio-economy, financial technologies, advanced 
manufacturing, aerospace, clean technology, and agri-food industries.
Timeline: Internships can be for a maximum of 4 months.
Candidate Focus: Candidate must be a Permanent Resident, Canadian citizen, or have refugee status, and must be 
enrolled at a post-secondary institution. 

Creative Export Canada (CEC): Up to 75% of Eligible Expenses to a Max of $2.5M
Funding for Projects That Generate Export Revenues and Help Canadian Creative Industries
As part of the Creative Export Canada (CEC) program, the federal government offers funding for projects that generate 
export revenues, helping Canadian Creative Industries reach a broader audience around the world and helping the 
economy of the country grow as a result. 

Eligibility: Canadian for -profit or non-profit organizations with minimum 1 FTE and maximum $500M in annual 
revenues.
Timeline: Please contact our team to learn more about this program’s funding intakes.`v
Project Types: A project must cover a single fiscal year (project expenses must occur between April 1, 2022 and 
March 31, 2023); Minimum project budget of $150K.

Book Your Free Funding Discovery Session:

Toll Free Number: 1-888-599-3111
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